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SUBJ: SPAIN IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

REF: USUN 4581 

LATE SEPT. 29 SPANISH PERMREP PINIES TRANSMITTED THE 
LETTER WHICH FOLLOWS TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND ASKED 
THAT IT BE CIRCULATED AS A SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT. 

QUOTE: 

THE AMBASSADOR 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SPAIN TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

NEW YORK, 29 SEPTEMBER 1975 

SIR, 

THE LETTER ADDRESSED TO YOU BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
MEXICO HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION. THIS COMMUNICATION, WORDED 
IN TERMS WHICH ARE INTOLERABLY INSULTING TO THE GOVERNMENT 
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AND DELIBERATE VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 2, PARAGRAPH 7, OF 
THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SINCE IT IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO INTERVENE IN MATTERS WHICH ARE F.SERNTI AT ,T ,Y WITHIN THE 
DOMESTIC JURISDICTION OF A STATE. 

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
DECIDED TO INTERFERE IN SPAIN S DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. IT IS 
WELL KNOWN THAT ONE OF THE MOST FLAGRANT EXAMPLES 
OF SUCH INTERFERENCE IS THE RECOGNITION OF A SO-CALLED 
GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE WHICH HAS NO LEGAL BASIS AND NO POPULAR 
SUPPORT OR REPRESENTATION WHATSOEVER. ESPECIALLY IN VIEW 
OF THE FACT THAT 1ST MEMBERS LEFT THE TERRITORY OF SPAIN 
36 YEARS AGO. 

IN ADDITION, PRESIDENT LUIS ECHEVERRIA LACKS THE NECESSARY 
MORAL STATURE TO LEVEL ACCUSATIONS AT ANY GOVERNMENT OF A 
STATE MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS. MR. ECHEVERRIA WAS 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR IN THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WHICH 
TOOK THE DECISION TO SET THE ARMY ON SOME STUDENTS WHO 
WERE TRYING TO DEMONSTRATE IN THE PLAZA CENTRAL OF 
TLATELOLCO ON 21 AND 22 SEPTEMBER AND 2 OCTOBER 1968. 

IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT THIS ACTION RESULTED IN A VERY LARGE 
NUMBER OF CASUALTIES AND EVOKED WORLD-WIDE INDIGNATION. 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION IS PROVIDED BY THE FOLLOWING QUOTATION 
FROM PAGE 23115 OF KEESING'S CONTEMPORARY ARCHIVES. WHICH 
IS BASED ON REPORTS AND COMMENTARIES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

LE MONDE, THE TIMES AND THE DAILY TELEGRAPH: 

"THE ENTIRE PLAZA BECAME A BATTLE FIELD AND AT 
CERTAIN PLACES THE FIGHTING MOVED INTO THE BLOCKS OF FLATS. 

A NIGHT OF BLOODSHED-KNOWN IN MEXICO AS THE NOCHE TRISTE 
('NIGHT OF SORROW’) - RESULTED IN TOLL OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED 
AS 28 DEAD AND 200 WOUNDED. FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS, HOWEVER. 
STATED THAT THE CAUALTY FIGURES WERE IN FACT MUCH HIGHER, 

THE NEW YORK TIMES' CORRESPONDENT SAYING THAT IT WAS 

"VIRTUALLY CERTAIN" THAT AT LEAST 49 PERSONS HAD 

BEEN KILLED AND 500 WOUNDED. MAY OF THOSE KILLED AND WOUNDED 

WERE CIVILIANS, AMONG THEM WOMEN AND CHILDREN, WHO HAD BEEN 

TRAPPED IN THE FIGHTING, A NUMBER OF STUDENTS WERE ALSO 
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REPORTED KILLED, AND OVER 1,000 ARRESTED." 

WHEN IN 1972 THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA 
WAS ACCUSED OF PREMEDITATED CRIME IN THE EVENTS WHICH TOOK 
PLACE AT LECUMBERRI PRISON, THE PRESIDENT OF MEXICO 
HIMSELF, REFERRING TO THOSE ACCUSATIONS AND TO WHAT MR. 

EDGAR J. HOOVER HAD SAID BEFORE A COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED 
STATES SENATE, STATED: 
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"ANY OBSERVATION FROM ABROAD IS, IN MY VIEW, NECESSARILY 
AN OVER-SIMPLIFICATION. MANY ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION, THOROUGH, 
DETAILED, AND DIRECT OBSERVATION, PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE AND WEIGHING 
OF THE FACTORS INVOLVED, AND AN APPRAISAL OF MANY DETAILS 
ARE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REACH ACCURATE AND REALISTIC 
CONCLUSIONS. IN OTHER WORDS, ANY ANALYSIS BY A FOREIGNER - 
AND PARTICULARLY ONE MADE FROM ABROAD - IS NECESSARILY 
SIMPLE IN THE FACE OF COMPLEX PHENOMENA." 

PRESIDENT ECHIEVERRIA SEEMS NOW TO HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT STATEMENT. 

PERHAPS PRESIDENT ECHIEVERRIA SHOULD ALSO REMEMBER ANOTHER 
BRANCH OF HIS ALLEGED ACTIVITIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, MR. 

PHILIP AGREE, IN HIS WORK INSIDE THE COMPANY - CIA DIARY, 

SAYS ABOUT MR. ECHEVERRIA: 

"ECHIEVERRIA, LUIS, MEXICAN MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) AND LATER PRESIDENT. CLOSE LIAISON 
COLLABORATOR OF THE MEXICO CITY STATION. CRYPTONYM: LIETEMP-14." 

I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY CAN ACCEPT THE FALSE ASSERTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF MEXICO. MY GOVERNMENT DEMANDS THAT THE PRESIDENT 
OF MEXICO BE REMINDED OF ARTICLE 2. PARAGRAPH 7, 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER. 

I REQUEST YOU TO ARRANGE FOR THIS LETTER TO BE CIRCULATED 
AS AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO YOUR EXCELLENCY THE 
ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 
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(SIGNED) JAIME DE PINIES. 

UNQUOTE 

MOYNIHAN 
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